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descriptions of the abode of the soul after death,
and their conceptions of the happiness or un-
happiness of the departed spirits are hardly
superior to those of the Greeks. It may have
been the very fancifulness of these descriptions
that raised the doubts of more serious thinkers,
and thus made them throw up their belief in-the
vulgar immortality of the souls, together with
their old belief in Elysian fields and Isles of the
Blessed. The Upanishads, however, adopt a
much wiser course. They do not argue against
the popular belief, they leave the old belief as
useful to those who know no higher happiness
than an increase of the happiness which they
enjoyed in this life, and who, by good works, had
deserved the fulfilment of their human hopes and
wishes. But they reserve a higher immortality,
or rather the only true immortality, for those who
had gained a knowledge of the eternal Brahman
and of their identity with it, and who could as
little doubt of their existence after death, as they
doubted of their existence before death. They
knew that their true being, like that of Brdhman,
was without beginning and therefore without end,